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Mergers and Development Rights 
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options; methods of calculating damages, including whether the 
“critical path method” is still relevant; proving and defending against 
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payment bond lawsuits; the different types of applicable insurance 
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In response to the recent significant upswing in development rights 
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York City law governing zoning lot mergers and the transfer of unused 
development rights, known as “air rights,” between contiguous 
and non-contiguous lots, as well as the mechanics and practical 
considerations involved in such matters. The program will review the 
relevant provisions of the NYC Zoning Resolution, explain core concepts 
using real life examples, explore key title issues, and go through each 
of the forms required for zoning lot merger transfers. In addition, the 
program will discuss special zoning districts with additional incentives 
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